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Welcome 
P:  Welcome in the name of the Father who gives life and breath to us all. Welcome in the 

name of the Christ child, the one we sing about, the one who has come into the World. 
Welcome in the name of the Spirit who gives music to the world to sing and lends beauty 
to our songs. Welcome in the name of the Trinity! 

C: Amen! 
 

Hymn #283     Oh Come, All Ye Faithful    

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Isaiah 61:10--62:3 
  

R: 10I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, 
  my whole being shall exult in my God; 
 for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, 
  he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
 as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, 
  and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
 11For as the earth brings forth its shoots, 
  and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up, 
 so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 
  to spring up before all the nations. 
 

 62:1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
  and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, 
 until her vindication shines out like the dawn, 
  and her salvation like a burning torch. 
 2The nations shall see your vindication, 
  and all the kings your glory; 
 and you shall be called by a new name 
  that the mouth of the Lord will give. 
 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, 
  and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

 



Hymn #270     Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 



Psalm 148 
R: 1Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; 

  praise God in the heights. 
C: 2Praise the Lord,  all you angels; 

  sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
R: 3Praise the Lord,  sun and moon; 
  sing praise, all you shining stars. 
C: 4Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, 

  and you waters above the heavens. 
R: 5Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

  who commanded, and they were created, 
C: 6who made them stand fast forever and ever, 

  giving them a law that shall not pass away.  
R: 7Praise the Lord from the earth, 

  you sea monsters and all deeps; 
C: 8fire and hail,  snow and fog, 

  tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
R: 9mountains and all hills, 

  fruit trees and all cedars; 
C: 10wild beasts and all cattle, 

  creeping things and flying birds; 
R: 11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 

  princes and all rulers of the world; 
C: 12young men and maidens, 

  old and young together. 
R: 13Let them praise the name of the Lord, 

  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 
C: 14The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, 

  the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord.  Hallelujah!  
 
 



Hymn #300     The First Noel 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer of the Day 
A: Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet more wonder-

fully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the one who came to share 
our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 



Hymn #296     What Child is This? 



Second Reading: Galatians 4:4-7 
 
R: 4When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the 

law, 5in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption 
as children. 6And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 
hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then 
also an heir, through God. 

 



Hymn #288     Good Christian Friends Rejoice 



Gospel: Luke 2:22-40 
 

P: 22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, [Joseph and 
Mary] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the 
law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24and they 
offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves 
or two young pigeons.” 
  25Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous 
and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on 
him. 26It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before 
he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and 
when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the 
law, 28Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
 29“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
  according to your word; 
 30for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
  31which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
 32a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
  and for glory to your people Israel.” 
  33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 
him. 34Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for 
the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed 35so that 
the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” 
  36There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37then as 
a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped there with 
fasting and prayer night and day. 38At that moment she came, and began to praise God and 
to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
  39When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40The child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 

 
Message         Rev. Kevin Olsen 
 



Hymn #289     Angels, We Have Heard on High 



Prayers of Intercession 
 

A: Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
who are in need. 

A brief silence. 
A: Night and day, all creation praises you, O God. Strengthen your church across nations, de-

nominations, and traditions. Fill us with wisdom and unify our proclamation of your for-
giveness and mercy. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
A: All creation is holy to you, O God. You cause the earth to bring forth its shoots and gardens 

to spring up. Protect hibernating animals and frozen lands that wait earnestly for longer 
days of awakening and growth. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
A: The nations are upheld by your hand, O God. Cause righteousness and praise to spring 

forth, inspiring leaders to serve with compassion and integrity. Send your spirit of discern-
ment upon legislators grappling with complex decisions for the sake of the common good. 
Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
A: Send the spirit of your Son into our hearts, O God. Come quickly to hearts that race with 

fear, hearts that break with grief, and hearts that long for wholeness (especially). Reveal 
your power to heal and to save. Hear us, O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
A: Adopt us into your family, O God. Bless our elders with the peace and joy of Simeon and An-

na. Strengthen those who have retired, those who work in older age, and those in need of 
income, food, company, or health care. Connect young and old across generations. Hear us, 
O God. 

C: Your mercy is great. 
A: Let us depart in peace, O God, according to your word. For (John, apostle and evangelist, 

and) all your saints, we give you thanks. Prepare our salvation in the sight of all your wit-
nesses of every time and place. Hear us, O God. 

C::  Your mercy is great. 
A: God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our prayers 

to you, in the name of Jesus. 
C: Amen. 
 



Sharing of the Peace 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 
Offering 
Meditative music 
Please stand as offering in brought forward 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 
PREFACE 
 

P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts 
C: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P: It is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise, O God, 

joining with the joyous cries of all creation, 
for you oversee and nourish our growth to fullness of life. 

 Your word called forth the sun, moon and stars, 
and your breath gave life to every creature. 
 

 You chose a people to be close to you, 
and you spoke through them by your law and prophets. 

 You sent your Son, Jesus, among us, 
and even as a child his zeal for your ways 
and his wisdom impressed all who heard him. 
His passion for the integrity of your house 
and for the holiness of your people 
turned the powerful against him. 
They crucified him 
but you raised him to new life. 
Now his peace rules in our hearts, 
his word dwells in us richly, 
and we are clothed in his love, 
to the glory of your holy name. 

  

 And so, with all the choirs of angles, 
 with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
 we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



Holy, Holy, Holy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE   (Or your choice.) 
  

P: Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 
 Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
 Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
 Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
 Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
 Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
 Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 
 the Word made flesh. 
  

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
 broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
 and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
  



 All praise and glory are yours, 
 Holy One of Israel, 
 Word of God incarnate, 
 Power of the Most High, 
 one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil.                                                  
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 
  
Lamb of God      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Meditative Organ Music 



Post-Communion Blessing 
 
Post Communion Hymn #204     Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
A: Merciful God, 
 we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food. 
 Strengthened by this goodness, 
 send us forth to announce your peace, 
 comfort the afflicted, 
 and share the good news of great joy. 
C: Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 

P: God of endings and beginnings, 
 God in the darkness and the light, 
 God, our hope for the journey, 

 ☩ bless and keep you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 



Closing Song: #290     Go Tell It On the Mountain 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dismissal 
A: Go now to love and serve the Christ Child. 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 

Join us in Fellowship as we celebrate Pastor Roy Miltner’s 90th birthday. 
 



THANK YOU  

to those who helped with worship today: 

Presider: Rev. Kevin Olsen Accompanist: Dr. Marilyn Winchester  

Sound Technician: Gene Johnson Choir Director: Dr. Marilyn Winchester 

 

Assisting Minister 9:30: Don Baldwin 

Reader  9:30: Angie Hopper 

Ushers  9:30: Addie Reese, Virginia Johnson 

Acolyte  9:30:  

Power Point  9:30:  Helen Johnson 

Attendance:  9:30: Glenna Baldwin 

Altar Care: Claudia Stubenrouch, Freda Miltner 

 

Readings and Psalm for January 5 

Jeremiah 31:7-14   Psalm 147:12-20   Ephesians 1:3-14   John 1:1-18 
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